
 

All you need to know about... 

Church Membership 



 

 
 
 

Welcome! 
 
It is a privilege for us to welcome you as a candidate for church 
membership.  
 
This booklet has been prepared to provide you with information 
regarding our church, how we function and what your role will be as a 
church member. You will also find helpful information regarding 
ministries you can be a part of, as well as what will be expected of you as 
a member of our church. 
 
Please feel free at anytime to contact the church office with any queries 
regarding the information in this booklet or your application process.  
 
We are here to serve you, and we look forward to welcoming you as a 
member of our church. 
 
Your Pastor and friend 
 
Byron de Klerk 
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THE CHURCH 

The New Testament Church of the Lord Jesus Christ is a local body of 
baptised believers who are members together by confession of faith in 
Jesus Christ, observing the two ordinances of Christ, committed to His 
teachings, exercising their gifts, rights and privileges given to them  by 
His Word, and seeking to extend the gospel to the ends of the earth. 
 
The word church means “called out ones” or 
“assembly” and was founded by Christ. The church is 
a Christian fellowship of believers coming together, 
not a building. Each church member has equal rights 
and privileges, but also share equally in the 
responsibilities of the church.  
 
God’s plan to redeem the world it to be realised 
through the church. The church is the hope of the 
world. Therefore, a Christian should become a part 
of the church to help fulfil God’s purpose. 
 
 
What is the church to you? 
 

This is the church. 

This is where the church 

meets. 

What is a Church? 



 

 
The purpose of the church is to equip all it’s members to MAGNIFY our 
Lord, to attain the goal of MATURITY in our Lord and to be involved in 
the redemptive MISSION of Christ. 

What we are to do What do these verses say? 

“We are to be MAGNIFIERS of His name” 
Read Psalms 34:3; Ephesians 5:18-19 

 

“We are to be MEMBERS of His family” 
Read Ephesians 2:19 

 

“We are to be MODELS of His character” 
Read 1 Peter 2:21; Ephesians 4:13b 

 

“We are to be MINISTERS of His Grace” 
Read 1 Peter 4:10 

 

“We are to be MESSENGERS of His love” 
Read Acts 20:24; Acts 1:8 

 

What is the purpose of the Church? 



 

The big question we like to ask is simply, “What’s in it for me?”  
If you were to become a member of our church, what benefit would you 
receive? Would it be any different from being an adherent? 
 
The truth is that there  are definite benefits available to those who are 
members. Here are just a few: 
 
1. Identification- (Eph. 2:19; Rom. 12:5) 
The process of church membership requires that the applicant has been 
re-born and baptised. These identify the individual as being a true 
believer. 
 
2. Support- (Gal 6:1-2; Heb. 10:24-25) 
Being a Christian is difficult. We face many trials and temptations and to 
face these alone becomes discouraging. To be a member means that you 
have a family of believers on your side, friend who will encourage and 
support you in your walk with Christ. 
 
3. Ministry- (1 cor. 12:4-27) 
It’s not enough to just sit around and wait for heaven. We are created to 
do good works (Eph. 2:10). Being a member means that we have a place 
to discover our spiritual gifts and use them in God’s Kingdom. 
 
4. Protection- (Heb. 13:17; Acts 20:28-29) 
Just as children need parents to provide loving care and discipline and 
protection, so we need godly leaders who can lead us in our spiritual 
journey. Membership places you under the spiritual protection of the 
elders and allows the church leadership to care for you. 
 
5. Accountability- (Eph. 5:21) 
We are sinful by nature, and so we need to be held accountable so that 
we do not continue in our sinful ways.  Members are to look out for one 
another to ensure that we “live a life worthy of the calling we have 
received.” 

What are the benefits of being a member? 



 

In order to become a member of a church, one 
must have experienced a genuine conversion and 
have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, only a person who has been saved or 
born again can be a member of a Baptist church. 
Salvation comes as a result of repenting of sins, 
accepting Christ as Lord and Saviour and 
committing our lives to Jesus Christ. When this change takes place, we 
become new people, or as the Bible puts it, we are born again.  
 
At Stellenbosch Baptist Church, we practice “closed membership” which 
simply means that we also require that all members are Baptised. We 
believe and practice believers baptism. (See booklet on Baptism for more 
info.) 
 
If you are a Believer, that is you are reborn, and you have been baptised, 
you fulfil the requirements for membership application. 
If you desire to be a member, but you are not sure if you are re-born, 
please contact one of the pastors and we will explain more to you. If you 
have not being Baptised, then work through the booklet on Baptism or 
speak to one of the Pastors. 
 
Requirements for membership: 
 
 I have been saved/re-born. 
 I have been Baptised as a believer. 

What are the requirements for Church Membership? 



 

Being a member of a church is not about having your name listed on the 
membership role. You are very important in our church. Each individual 
is different from others and each one has a specific role to fulfil (Please 
read 1 Cor. 12:12-20). Just as there are benefits to being a member, 
there are also responsibilities that each member needs to fulfil. 
 
So what do we expect of our members? 
1. Attendance: 
We expect our members to attend worship services, bible studies, 
fellowship opportunities and meetings regularly (Heb. 10:25). We believe 
that an individual who is not regular in attendance is in danger spiritually 
(1 Peter 5:8) 
 
2. Support: 
We expect our members to use their resources for the benefit of the 
body. Each individual has wisdom and experience to offer others, as well 
as spiritual gifts that can be used for the benefit of the church. We also 
expect regular tithing and giving (Malachi 3:8-12) 
It is also the responsibility of each member to support the church 
through being involved in decision making. Each member is thus 
expected to attend all church  meetings. 
 
3. Spiritual growth: 
We expect our members to be growing in the grace and knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. For this reason we provide various Bible Studies, a church 
resource centre for you to make use of as you seek to grow spiritually.  
Also, the Pastors and Elders and Bible Study Leaders are always available 
to assist you with spiritual needs.  
As you mature spiritually, we expect you to lead 
and encourage others as they seek to grow 
spiritually. 
 
 
 

What are the responsibilities of members? 



 

4. Ministry: 
We believe God places each individual in our church family for a 
purpose, therefore we expect each believer to be actively involved in 
ministry according to your gifts and abilities. (Opportunities for ministry 
and a worksheet to identify your SHAPE is included in this booklet) 
 
5. Church Growth: 
It is not solely the pastors responsibility to grow the church. Each 
member is responsible to invite un-churched folk to the church and to be 
involved in sharing the Gospel with others. Also, each member has a 
responsibility to pray daily for the outreach and ministry of the church. 
 
6. Prayer: 
Prayer is a vital aspect of the life of our church. We firmly 
believe that without prayer our church is merely a social 
club. We depend on Christ to build His church and to use us 
to impact our community. We therefore expect our 
members to pray for our church regularly, to pray for the 
leaders, ministries, vision, projects and our community. 
 
7. Unity: 
If there is no unity in our church, our church will cease to grow. It is the 
responsibility of each member to ensure that our unity is protected at all 
times. This means we learn to “bear with one another in love” and  
“forgive as we have been forgiven” and  “submit to one another in love” 
and also to rebuke those who gossip or try to undermine our unity. 
 
8. Fellowship: 
As our church grows, so we may feel more and more like a small fish in a 
big ocean. We are aware of this and have provided opportunities for 
each member to have fellowship. We have various opportunities for you 
to meet with others during the week, as well as tea after each service. 
We expect each member to make an effort to get to know others in our 
church. If you feel out and alone, it is your own fault. 
 
 



 

In any organisation there needs to be structure. The church also has 
structure, however our structure is different from companies or other 
organisations. Here is a diagram to illustrate our structure: 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATION 

The head of the church is Jesus Christ 
(Col. 1:18). Every person submits 
therefore to the authority and Lord-
ship of Jesus Christ.  

The church membership are responsi-
ble for making decisions for the church. 
We practice Congregational church 
government. 

We have two leadership offices:  
DEACONS- are responsible for the 
practical ministry of the church such as 
benevolent needs, logistics and care of 
our property. 
ELDERS- are responsible for spiritual 
leadership. Elders are concerned with 
Bible studies, accuracy of teachings, 
unity and ministry involvement. 

We have four meetings a year 
known as Church Meetings. 
Here we make decisions such 
as: 
 Election of Elders and        

Deacons 
 Church budget 
 Building projects etc. 
 Church policies 

The deacons and elders meet 
monthly to discuss the 
administration of the church. 
Elders meet separately to pray 
and discuss vision and          
direction for the church. 

How does the church function? 



 

Because we practice Congregational Church Government, the church 
leadership (i.e. Deacons and Elders) do not make decisions and impose 
them on the church. All decisions made by the church leadership have to 
be approved by the church. (refer to the constitution for more info) 
 
Also, we practice Servant Leadership. This means that the members 
don’t serve the leadership, but rather that the leaders serve the 
members and the members serve one another. This is illustrated during 
communion where we usually have deacons serving the bread and cup. 
This leadership structure comes from Christ Himself who taught 
“...whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 
and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all.” (Mark 10: 42-45) 
 
The office of Elders and Deacons: 
 
The church has the responsibility to 
nominate and elect deacons and elders. 
This is usually done at the Annual general 
meeting held in February each year. There 
is however a criteria that needs to be met 
to nominate an individual: 
 
Deacons: 
 Must be a member for at least 6 months 
 Requirements as listed in 1 Tim 3:8-12 
 
Elders: 
 Must be a member of the church 
 Must meet the requirements as listed in 1 Tim. 3:1-7; Titus 1:6-9;  

Leadership Structure 



 

How does the church finances work? Well, each member tithes from 
their earnings (Mal. 3:10). This money enables the church to function as 
well as to impact the community with the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 
The church in turn tithes to the Baptist Union of 
Southern Africa for ministry throughout Africa 
and the world. 
 
The money we receive in the offering goes to 
various needs. A copy of our budget is available should you wish to know 
where the money will be spent. 
 
Our policy is that we desire transparency at all times, and as a member 
you are able to request a statement regarding our finances at any time. 

Church Finances: 



 

Baptists are said to be the largest Protestant group in the world. In 
America alone there are 40 different Baptist groups! 
The first Baptist church was founded in the 17th Century in Holland 
under the leadership of John Smyth. 
The South African Baptist story began in 1820. Among the settlers was a 
small group of Baptists who established the first Baptist church in South 
Africa in Grahamstown. In 1877, the Baptist Union of Southern Africa 
was established with 7 churches in Grahamstown. 
 

 
Our church belongs to the Baptist Union of Southern Africa. Just as being 
a church member comes with rights and responsibilities, so does being a 
member of the Baptist Union. 
Our church pays membership fees to the Baptist Union, as well as giving 
financial aid to projects run by the Baptist Union (e.g. Building projects, 
disaster relief and missions). 
As a member of the Baptist Union, we enjoy protection and guidance 
from the Union with regards to issues like the Marriage Act, Labour 
Laws, Personnel support and resources. In turn, we are involved in 
making decisions regarding the direction of the Baptist Union (Think 
congregational church government where each Baptist church is a 
member.) 
 
We are also affiliated to the Western Province Baptist Association. This is 
the same as the Baptist Union, but on a regional level. The Western 
Province Baptist Association is responsible for missions and ministry in 
the Western Cape. 
 

BAPTISTS 

Who are Baptists? 

How do we relate to other Baptists? 



 

Baptist doctrine and theology is not much different from other 
denominations, though there we do differ on certain issues. To 
remember what we believe, look at the acrostic B A P T I S T 
 

B-Bible is the complete and final authority. (2 Tim 3:16) 

The Bible is our authority of all issues relating to doctrine or social issues. 
We do not live by opinion or popular thoughts. 
 

a-Autonomy of the local church. (Matt. 18:17,20; Acts 4:32; Acts 13:1-

4) 
This means that though we belong to the Baptist Union of Southern 
Africa, they cannot dictate to us as to what we must do in our church.  
Part of this principle is that of Congregational Church Government. This 
has been explained in the section on Church administration. 
 

p-Priesthood of all believers. (1 Peter 2:9-10; 4:10-11; 1 Corinthians) 

Each believer is called by God to serve others and we all have gifts we 
are to use within the body. It is not only the Pastors who is to minister, 
every believer has that responsibility.  
 

t-Two ordinances: 

The Lord’s Supper– 1 cor. 11:23-26. This is a symbolic representation of 
the sacrificial death of Christ on the cross. 
Believers Baptism– Acts 2:38. we believe that you can only be baptised 
once you have already accepted Christ as your Saviour. We do not 
practice infant baptism. (A separate booklet on Baptism is available) 
 
 

What do we believe? 



 

i-Imputed Lordship of Christ– Col. 1:18 

By imputed we mean “legal right.” Christ has been given the right to be 
Lord over the church by God the Father. 
 

s-Saved Membership– Acts 2:41,47 

We believe that only those who have confessed personal faith in Jesus 
Christ should be admitted to church membership. The “gathered” church 
membership has replaced the “parish” church concept (Acts 2:41,47; 1 
Peter 2:4,5) 
 

t-Total separation of Church and State.– Matt. 22:17-21 

Historically this has been one of the distinctive features of Baptists. The 
principle states that every human being has the freedom to choose what 
they believe. A system of belief cannot be imposed on anyone, especially 
that from the State. 
 
The principles that have been explained above are not necessarily 
exclusive to Baptists alone. There are other evangelical churches who 
subscribe to a number of these principles. However, it is when they are 
taken collectively that they become the definition of what Baptists 
believe and stand for. 
 



 

 

AS mentioned before, we are not interested in 
names on a membership list, we are interested 
in people who desire to use their gifts to 
minister to others. As a member, you will be 
expected to be involved in a  
ministry. 
 
Now there are numerous opportunities for you to be involved in, but 
how can you know where to serve? The best way is to discover your 
SHAPE-  
S– Spiritual Gifts: What Spiritual gifts do you have? 
H– Heart: What are your passions? 
A– Abilities: What are you good at? 
P– Personality: What do you enjoy or dislike? 
E– Experience: What have you done before? 
 
Identifying your SHAPE will be important when you are looking for a 
ministry to be involved in. Just as you cannot fit a square peg in a round 
hole, so you cannot serve where you don’t fit in. 
 
The next few pages will give you some tools to discover your SHAPE. 
Work through this on your own and then ask someone to work through 
this with you again as they will be able to confirm your SHAPE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUR MINISTRY. 
Discovering your S-H-A-P-E 



 

Spiritual Gifts I believe I have: (see boxes for info)     
1. 
2. 
3. 
 
I feel I may have these gifts because: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1- SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
But each man has his own gift from God; one has this gift, another has 

that.—1 Cor 7:7 

Spiritual gifts 
that  

communicate 
God’s Word: 

 
 preaching    
 evangelism    
 apostle  
 missions    
 leadership 

Spiritual gifts 
that  

educate  
God’s People: 

 
 teaching    
 encourage-

ment 
 exhortation    
 wisdom     
 knowledge 

Spiritual gifts 
that  

demonstrate 
God’s Love: 

 
 serving    
 mercy    
 hospitality    
 pastoring    
 giving    
 helping    
 faith    
 admin 

Spiritual gifts 
that  

celebrate 
God’s 

Presence: 
 

 healing    
 miracles    
 tongues    
 interpretation 

of tongues    
 prophecy 



 

 
List some things you’re good at and love doing:  
1.  
2.  
3.          
People compliment me when:       
            
            
             
 

The following are my strongest abilities:   
  
1. 
2. 
3. 
 
Other skills and/or abilities I’m learning and/or working on are: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
 
 

2– HEART 
“For God has put it into their hearts to accomplish his purpose” 

- Rev. 17:17 

A few examples include: 
drama, writing, speaking, artistic, photography, video, counselling, fix-
ing, designing, computers, web design, accounting, music, tutoring/
explaining, athletics, etc. 

3– ABILITIES 
“There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of 

them in all men.” - 1 Cor. 12:6 



 

This is how I see myself: (circle one of the two words for 
each comment) 
1. Around others I am more:  

RESERVED or OUTGOING 
 

2. My decisions are based more on:  
FACTS/THINKING or FEELINGS 

 
3. In my relationships I tend to be more:  

DEPENDENT ON OTHERS or INDEPENDENT 
 

4. My use of time is more:  
DETERMINED or SPONTANEOUS 

 
One example of why I circled each of the above is: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

4– PERSONALITY 
“No one can really know what anyone else is thinking or what he is real-

ly like, except that person himself. ” - 1 Cor 2:11 



 

 
 

My spiritual experience is (or how I became a Christian): 
           
           
            
 
Some painful experiences that I’ve had: 
           
           
            

 
A past experience I’ve learned from is: 
           
           
            
 
 
S.H.A.P.E. 
 
If I could design a specific way to serve God around my personal 
SHAPE, and I knew I couldn’t fail, it might be: 
           
           
           
           
            
 
 
Please remember to fill out the form in the application booklet so we 

can have a record of your SHAPE. 

5– EXPERIENCE 
“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who 
love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” - 1 Cor 2:11 



 

Included with this booklet, you should receive an application for 
membership form. Please fill out all your details and remember to fill out 
the SHAPE* form as well as the MINISTRY LIST* form.  
 
Once you have completed these forms, and you have read through this 
booklet and the Church Constitution**, as well as meeting the 
requirements for membership (Baptism), then simply hand in your forms 
to the Church Office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPLICATION 

* Please fill out a separate SHAPE and MINISTRY LIST form for each applicant. 
 
** Please request us to e-mail you a copy of the constitution as it is too large to attach 
to the application pack. 

How do I apply for membership? 



 

Once we have received your forms, the Elders will set up an 
appointment to visit you in your home to interview you. This is a very 
relaxed meeting where we would like to get to know you further, and 
ensure that you understand what Church Membership is. 
 
Once you have been interviewed, your application will be announced at 
three consecutive Sunday Services. This gives members an opportunity 
to either raise concerns about your application or to encourage your 
application. 
 
Once the church membership  has accepted your application then we 
will welcome you into membership at the next Communion Service. 
 
At this Communion Service, the Pastor will invite you to the front and 
welcome you into membership. Then, when we serve Communion, you 
will be served first to welcome you and to recognise you as part of our 
family. 
 

 
When thinking about joining a church, perhaps you might have questions 
that you would like to raise. If so, please do not hesitate to contact the 
Pastors to discuss these issues. 
 
Below is a list of common concerns and our response: 
 
 Will I fit in here? 
We are a multi-generational and multi-cultural church. We believe that 
our church is to serve our community. Our church is friendly, and you 
will no doubt feel the warmth and acceptance that we offer. 
 
 

What happens next? 

Some FAQ’s 



 

However, you have a responsibility to allow others to get to know you. It 
is therefore encouraged that you would join a Bible study and a 
Fellowship group to get to know others, and so that we can get to know 
you. 
 
 Am I needed? 
The answer to this is a most certainly yes. We believe that God places 
people in our church for a purpose. You have an unique SHAPE that we 
need to be effective in our community, city and country.  
 
We would love to see you be involved on 
ministry and use your gifts and abilities to 
serve Christ. Who knows, without you, 
perhaps our church may not be as effective. 
 
 
 What if I disagree with what’s been preached? 
We refuse to compromise on truth. Our desire is to ensure that Scripture 
is rightly taught every week, in Bible studies and from the pulpit. 
If you disagree, it is your responsibility to question, either speak to your 
Bible study leader or the Elders, and we will try to address your concern. 
 
 
 What does the church teach about Spiritual Gifts? 
Again, we use Scripture as our final authority on all issues. Scripture 
teaches clearly that God gives out Spiritual Gifts as He sees fit, and that 
all the gifts are useful for the body. 
We believe ALL the gifts are required and can be appropriately used in 
the life of the Church.  
 
 
If you have other concerns, please feel free to bring them to our 
attention so that we may address them for you. 

“And who knows but that 
you have come to royal 
position for such a time 
as this…” 



 


